
Merit Badge College, Kettering University 
 
Automotive Maintenance Merit Badge Merit Badge 
 
Pre-requisites: 
1. Merit Badge Pamphlet: Purchase / Read / Bring to event. 
2. Bring to event Merit Badge Workbook downloaded from 
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Merit_Badge_Worksheets 
3. Bring to the event safety glasses if you have them. 
 
 
Additional information: 
Scouts participating should 
· come prepared to participate 
· have fun 
· learn about Automotive Maintenance 
 
Automotive Maintenance merit badge pre-requirements that must 
be completed and brought to the event to complete the badge on 
December 1st: 

2.h.  Find out the requirements for the state inspection in your 
state, including how often a vehicle needs to be inspected 
    
 2.i.  Explain the importance of registering a vehicle and find out 
the annual registration fee for renewing your family car's 
registration.  
 
11.  Do TWO of the following:  
 a. Determine the value of three different vehicles you are 

interested in purchasing. One must be new and one must be 
used; the third vehicle can be new or used. For each vehicle, 
find out the requirements and cost of automobile insurance to 
include basic liability and options for collision, comprehensive, 
towing, and rental car. Using the three vehicles you chose and 
with your merit badge counselor's assistance, complete the 
operation/maintenance chart provided in the merit badge 
pamphlet. Use this information to determine the operating cost 
per mile for each vehicle, and discuss what you learn with your 
counselor.  
 



New vehicle:  
 
Value: Cost of automobile insurance:  
 
Operating cost per mile: Used vehicle: Value: Cost of automobile insurance:  
 
Operating cost per mile: Third vehicle: Value: Cost of automobile insurance:  
 
Operating cost per mile:  
 
What you learned  
 
 b. Choose a car cleaner and wax product for a vehicle you 

want to clean.  
 
Cleaner:  
 
Wax:  
 
Explain clear-coat paint and the precautions necessary for care.  
 
Clean the vehicle, both inside and out, and wax the exterior.  
 
Use a vinyl and rubber protectant (on vinyl tops, rubber door seals, sidewalls, etc.) and 
explain the importance of the protectant.  
 
 c. Locate the manufacturer's jack Use the jack to 

demonstrate how to engage the jack correctly on the vehicle, 
then change a tire correctly.  
 
 d. Perform an oil filter and oil change on a vehicle.  

Explain how to properly dispose of the used oil and filter.  
 

 
#12.    Find out about three career opportunities in the 
automotive industry. 
 
Pick one and find out about the education, training, and experience required for this 
profession.  
Career:  
Education:  
Training:  
Experience:  


